
 

Week three: Song of Songs 1:2-7;  6:1-3 
2. Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your love is better than 

wine; 
a. Hippolytus (Ecclesial) 

i. He sees the longing of God’s people Israel for the coming of Christ.  
ii. The imagery of the bride pleading for the bridegroom to kiss her is a 

“type” of the Old Testament Jewish people of God praying for the 
Christ to appear.  

iii. The plea for kisses is the prayer of the people of Israel who are asking 
for the mouth of God to pour out the love and power of the Spirit.  

iv. While the commandments, much like wine, gladden the heart (cf. Song 
1:2), Hippolytus sees the combination of Law and Gospel (the breasts 
of Christ) provides “eternal nourishment.” 

b. Similarly, Origen recognizes in the Bride who desires the grooms kisses the 
Old Testament church which “longs for union with Christ” 

i. The Angels have already given her the Law as a betrothal gift, and the 
prophets have already ministered to her. 

ii. But the bride is no longer satisfied with God who speaks to her through 
his servants; she desires that he 

1. (Origen) “may come Himself, directly, and kiss me with the 
kisses of His mouth—that is to say, may pour the words of His 
mouth into mine, that I may hear Him speak Himself, and see 
Him teaching. The kisses are Christ’s, which He bestowed on 
His Church when at His coming, being present in the flesh, He 
in His own person spoke to her the words of faith and love and 
peace, according to the promise of Isaiah who, when sent 
beforehand to the Bride, had said: “Not a messenger, nor an 
angel, but the Lord Himself shall save us” [Isa. 33:22].  1

iii. In other words, the Old Testament people of God longed for a time 
when God himself would come to them in Christ (Messiah). 

iv. Wine… the Wisdom, Grace, and Truth that came in the Incarnation of 
Christ is better than the old wine of the Law and the Prophets.  

3. your anointing oils are fragrant; your name is oil poured out; therefore 
virgins love you. The Bridegroom comes to her, answering her prayer. 

a. Hippolytus, the prayer of Israel is answered in the incarnation. 

1
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i. In the incarnation, the Father has smashed open the vessel of oil. Now, 
therefore, the oil—the Word—spreads its aroma.  

ii. What has happened is that the Father has kissed his bride in the 
Incarnation by opening his mouth (a “vessel of joy”) so that in the 
descent of Christ (the outpouring of the oil) Israel’s prophets are 
fulfilled. 

i. (Hippolytus) “Old Testament saints longed for this anointing 
oil—Noah; Eber; Abraham; Jacob; Tamar; Joseph; Moses; Aaron; 
Phinehas; Joshua; David; Solomon; Daniel; the trio of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego; as well as Joseph and the Virgin Mary—all 
longed for this anointing oil: the mystery of the incarnation, the apex 
of salvation history. 

b. “Your anointing oils are fragrant;”  (Origen) “Christ, who by this time is in her 
presence, that while she used to have the Law and the Prophets (the spices) as 
pedagogues, now he, the only begotten Son, has been sent into the world by 
the Father and has been anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

c. “Your name is oil poured out;”  Origen has in mind, Christ’s name being 
spread throughout the world through the ministry of the Bride, so as “to make 
it an odour of sweetness in every place.” 

4. Draw me after you; let us run. the king has brought me into his 
chambers. We will exult and rejoice in you; we will extol your love more 
than wine; rightly do they love you. 

a. Origen, In other words, at this point in the history of salvation we move from 
the life of Christ to the growth of the church. 

b. Verse four, “Draw me after you; let us run” Therefore the virgins love him and 
are drawn unto him by the aroma of the gospel of Christ. 

i. The result? “We will exult and rejoice in you; we will extol your love 
more than wine” 

5. I am very dark, but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, like the tents of 
Kedar, like the curtains of Solomon. 

a. Hippolytus, the bride says she is “black and beautiful” and implores the 
daughters of Jerusalem not to gaze on her because she is dark.  

b. He sees the boasting of the Jewish people that despite being black from their 
sin, they are beautiful—beloved by God. 



 

i. But they are deceived in this;  Israel does not remain God’s beloved 
people regardless of her behavior: “Indeed, God is able from stones to 
raise up children for Abraham” [cf. Matt. 3:9]. Therefore Israel must 
repent… 

6. Do not gaze at me because I am dark, because the sun has looked upon 
me. My mother's sons were angry with me; they made me the keeper of 
the vineyards, but my own vineyard I have not kept! 

1. Hippolytus sees “Do not gaze at me because I am dark (“black” in KJV)” as 
Israel’s confession of sin and repentance. 

2. The sun’s rays have burnt her—meaning that Christ, as the “sun of 
righteousness” from Malachi 4:2, is looking down on her.  

3. Israel acknowledges that the prophets used to urge her to return to God and 
to guard her identity (“My mother's sons were angry with me; they made me 
the keeper of the vineyards”) 

4. And she admits she has failed to do so: “I have not guarded my vineyard.” 

i. By putting a confession of sin and an acknowledgment of Christ in the 
mouth of the Jewish people, He upholds his claim that the true Israel 
of God (the church) is made of any and all who exercise faith in Christ 
(Jew and Gentile). 

ii. Origen sees the bride—who now, after the Incarnation and the 
spreading of Christ’s name across the world, clearly is the church of 
the Gentiles—responds to the daughters of Jerusalem (the Jews) 
vilifying her ignoble birth.  

5. The Jews call her black, as one who has not been enlightened by the 
patriarchs’ teaching. “My mother's sons were angry with me” 

i. Origen, sees the “blackness” as the blackness which originates from the 
disobedience of the Gentiles; spiritual blackness. 

ii. The church, despite her black beginning is in the process of becoming 
white through her acceptance of Christ who is the Sun of Justice (Mal 
4:1-3) 

1. 4“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all 
the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is 
coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear 



 

my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its 
wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And 
you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under 
the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of 
hosts. 

iii. She who is betrothed, who was black, is becoming white by the love of 
the Bridegroom, and will be found by him to be “white”, without flaw 
on the day of union (Read 4:1-7). 

7. Tell me, you whom my soul loves, where you pasture your flock, where 
you make it lie down at noon; for why should I be like one who veils 
herself beside the flocks of your companions? 

1. She speaks again to the Bridegroom: “Where do you feed your flock at 
midday?”  

2. The Bridegroom is also a Shepherd because he feeds the Sheep. “Disclose the 
place of private retreat and rest” because impatient for love, she can no 
longer wait but must go to him even in the heat of the noon day sun. 

3. She comes veiled to keep herself hidden and reserved only for Him: 

i. (Origen 2.122) “she says, “I who would be seen of none save Thee 
alone, desire to know by what road I may come to Thee, that it may be 
a secret, that none may come between us, and that no vagrant, strange 
onlooker may fall in with us.” 

ii. She desires to be with the Chief Shepherd, fed by him. 

iii. The Bridegroom-Shepherd also knows the best fields to feed and lie 
down in (Psalm 23). 

4. “Whom my soul  loves” not “who I love” meaning we must love the Shepherd 
with every part of our being: body, soul, and strength 

5. The Best of Shepherds is my Love 

 

 

 

 



 

i. Ps 23:1-3: 1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me 
lie down in green pastures. He leads me besides still waters. 3 He 
restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake.  

1. Implications from an Ecclesial reading? 

2. Implications from a Personal reading? 

3. Implications from an Ascetical reading? 

6. Ps 23:4-7, Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

i. Implications from an Ecclesial reading? 

ii. Implications from a Personal reading? 

iii. Implications from an Ascetical reading? 

Interpreting Song of Songs 6:1-3 

1. [Others] Where has your beloved gone, O most beautiful among women? 
Where has your beloved turned, that we may seek him with you? 

a. The unbeliever has seen in the Bride the love of the Bridegroom, they now see 
her as He does, as one “most beautiful among women.” 

b. Her spiritual beauty creates a special attraction, not for herself, but for the 
Bridegroom, who is the secret of her beauty! 

i. The church in her beauty draws those outside of the embrace of the 
Bridegroom, perplexed they too seek and ask “Where has YOUR 
beloved gone?” 

ii. They will only find him in the church, in the beautifully adorned Bride. 

2. My beloved has gone down to his garden to the beds of spices, to sgraze1 
in the gardens and to gather lilies. 

a. This book emphasizes the existence of the Bridegroom inside the Church, and 
inside the soul whom He bought with His Blood. He enters the stony heart 
and changes it into a garden for Him (Read Song 4:11-12,16;5:1). 



 

b. Moreover, He changes it to inner gardens where He gathers the lilies which 
carry the characteristics of the Bridegroom Himself, who is also called the Lily 
(Read Song 2:1). 

3. I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine; he grazes among the lilies. 

a. The bride’s response clarifies to the outsiders the mystery of the relationship 
between God and the soul. God entered into His garden to gather the lilies. He 
does so, not as one who takes advantage of His creation nor as One who likes 
to be authoritative, but He entered because of a love call from His bride, for 
she tells Him, “I am my Beloved’s.” 

b. In other words, she tells Him, “All what is mine is Yours. Please enter my 
heart and take all the inner feelings, desires, and will, for all what I have is 
yours.  

c. She’s saying “my words are a response to the act of love which I show to Him, 
for My Beloved is mine. He offered His life to me and I am repaying Him for 
all that He has done for me! I love Him freely and desire Him completely 
because, He loves me freely and desires me only. 

d. This is the testimony of the gospel by the church to all who desire to be in and 
with the Beloved Bridegroom! “ I am my beloved's and my beloved is 
mine” And He is found in the Bride, in the church, for “He grazes among 
the lilies.’ 

 


