
 

Week 1: Introduction 

1. “The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's” (Song 1:1) 

a. 1 Kings 4:32-34: “He [Solomon] also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs 
were 1,005.” 

b. 5th Century B.C., the third, of three canonical books authored by Solomon: 
Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs. (Non-Canonical: The Wisdom of 

Solomon). 

c. A Wedding Song in the Hebrew tradition. 

d. “A plain, or simple song”- Origen of Alexandria (185-284AD). 

e. A string of Love Songs in 8 chapters. 

f. A song in the dramatic form: Shulamite (Bride), Bridegroom, Daughters of 

Jerusalem (Others). 

2. Reading the Song of Songs 

a. Modern interpretation: The Life Application Study Bible, (NIV) holds that 

this book is a wedding song honoring marriage, showing that human love 

and sex are good in God’s eyes. 

i. Is this a sufficient reason to canonize Solomon’s song? Why or why 

not? 

b. The Great Tradition: The interpretation of the scriptures held by the earliest 
Fathers and the undivided church (30 - 1054AD) in keeping with the 
teachings and doctrines of the Apostles. 

i. The Great Tradition read the Song depicting the love between the 

King and the Shulamite as a depiction of the love between Christ and 

his people, the church. 

3. Nuptial (Marriage) Reading of Scripture 

4. The Marriage of the Lamb to His Church: Biblical Theology 

a. Ancient Jewish Marriage Customs 

b. The Marriage of Jesus Christ to His Bride the church 



Marriage of the Lamb in accordance with 

ancient Jewish Marriage Customs 

The prescribed orderly steps in ancient Jewish marriage customs are in accordance with the 
Biblical orderly steps to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 

Let’s first look at how ancient Jewish marriage customs were. 

Ancient Jewish Marriage Customs 

In ancient Jewish marriage customs, it is the groom’s father who made all the arrangements 
for the marriage even the dates and times. 

Ancient Jewish marriage customs had three main stages. These are: – 

1. Contract 

2. Consummation and 

3. Celebration 

Let’s look at each of these three steps in their orderly manner. 

1. Contract 

In this stage, a marriage bond or covenant was created. This is the betrothal stage. 

After the bride accepts to be married by the groom, the bride’s father would sign a legal 
contract called a ‘ketubbah’. Once this is signed the couple is 100% married but doesn’t 
consummate the marriage yet; only a divorce certificate could separate the two. Young 
children were often married (arranged marriage) but did not consummate until of age. 



In creating the marriage contract, the bride price (dowry) was set and the groom pays if he 
is able. If the groom could not pay at that time, he had time before the consummation stage. 

Creating the marriage bond (betrothal) involved the following steps; 

a) The prospective groom traveled from his father’s house to the home of the 
prospective bride 

b) The groom pays the purchase price thus establishing the marriage covenant. 

c) Groom returns to his father’s house and prepares a room for his bride in his father’s 
house (bridal chamber) 

 2. Consummating the marriage 

Consummating the marriage occurred a year or more after the marriage covenant was 
created (after betrothal). Remember it is the groom’s father who made all the arrangements 
and knew the timings. 

Before consummating the marriage, the bridegroom must have fulfilled the following; – 

a) Paid in full the purchase price and 

b) The bridal chamber must be ready in his father’s house 

Consummating the marriage involved the bridegroom fetching his bride in order to bring 
her to her prepared room. 

It is only the groom’s father who knew the time for the groom to go fetch his 
bride. At a time not known to the bride, the bridegroom would come and 
snatch his bride away. 

Since the bride did not know the time for the groom’s coming, the groom could find his 
bride in the river, on the road, sleeping, working, etc and wherever the groom found his 
bride, he snatched her away to his father’s home to the room he has prepared for her. 



A ritual cleansing could be done to the bride before entering into the bridal chamber to 
consummate the marriage. 

There was also a ‘proof of virginity’. 

Inside the groom’s father’s house in the room the groom has prepared for the bride, the 
groom and the bride remained in the closet for 7 days consummating the marriage. 

The groom and the bride were not supposed to come out of that room or be seen until the 7 
days were over. All their needs could be taken care of by the groom’s father's family even 
food and water brought to them in that room. 

After the 7 days in privacy consummating the marriage, the bridegroom and the bride would 
come out of the room for the first time together for the celebration. 

3. Celebration 

Celebration is the marriage feast, ceremony or wedding feast. 

This is the last stage in ancient Jewish marriage customs. The marriage feast happened in 
the home of the groom or in the home of a family member of the groom, and many were 
invited. 

The bride was first dressed for the marriage ceremony. 

After the marriage ceremony, the couple has completed all the ancient Jewish rituals of 
Marriage and the groom has his bride forever. 

How then is the Marriage of the Lamb (Jesus Christ) in accordance with 
ancient Jewish Marriage Customs? 

 

 



The Marriage of Jesus Christ to His Bride the church 

The Marriage of the Lamb (Jesus Christ) to His bride (the church) is in accordance with 
ancient Jewish marriage customs. The ancient Jewish ritual of marriage is the same ritual 
God is following to the Marriage of the Lamb; the foundation of our salvation in Jesus 
Christ. Let’s see how, in the same orderly manner as described above in ancient Jewish 
marriage customs. Jesus Christ is the bridegroom while the church is the bride. 

1. Contract (Betrothal) 

It is God (the father) who makes all the arrangements for His son (Jesus Christ) and knows 
the timings. When the right time came, the father sent His only begotten son (Jesus) to the 
bride’s home. Jesus confirmed this when He said, 

John 7:29: But I know him: for I am from him, and he has sent me. 

And Apostle John testifies, 

1 John 4:14: And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of 
the world. 

Jesus came to do His father’s will. 

John 6:38: For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him who 
has sent me 

The groom (Jesus) traveled from His father’s house (heaven) to the home of His bride (the 
earth) in accordance with ancient Jewish marriage customs. 

John 1:14: And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

The purchase price was set by the father (God) according to His will. 



Mt 26:39: And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as you will. 

At Calvary, Jesus (groom) paid the bride price as required, according to ancient Jewish 
marriage customs and as was set by the father according to His will. 

John 19:17-18: And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, 
which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha where they crucified him 

1 Cor 6:20: For you are bought with a price 

Yes! The price is paid. The ransom is paid. His Grace is sufficient. 

2 Cor 12:9 …My grace is sufficient for thee 

A bride has access to all grooms’ father’s riches at the expense of the groom. We (the 
church) have access to all God’s riches at the expense of Jesus Christ. This is grace. 

Since we are going to be married by the groom (Jesus Christ), all grooms’ fathers’ riches are 
ours to inherit. Yes! All God’s riches are ours to inherit. 

1 Peter 1:3-4: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his 
abundant mercy has begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fades not away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 

The first step to the Marriage supper of the Lamb was completed; betrothal was done. 

Immediately after paying the price, Jesus Christ  (groom) traveled back to His father’s home 
(heaven) in accordance with ancient Jewish marriage customs. 

Lk 24:51: And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried 
up into heaven 

Church (bride) betrothal to the bridegroom (Jesus Christ) was done 2,000 years ago. The 
marriage covenant was established at the First Coming of Jesus Christ. 



When does a person become part of the betrothed bride? 

Whenever a person places his/her faith in Jesus Christ, s/he enters into this covenant 
through baptism and becomes part of Jesus Christ’s bride. Thus, you are a part of the 
betrothed bride. 

Titus 3:4-7: But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might 
become heirs   to the hope of eternal life. 

Paul says, 

2 Cor 11:2: For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have betrothed you to one 
husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

In accordance with the ancient Jewish ritual of marriage, Jesus returned to His 
father’s house to prepare a room for His bride. 

John 14:1-3: Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many rooms: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

Jesus Christ is in His father’s house preparing a room for His bride (the 
church) and will come again to take His bride to consummate the marriage. 

 

 

2. Consummation of marriage 

In ancient Jewish marriage customs, consummating the marriage involved the bridegroom 
fetching his bride to take her to his father’s house, to her prepared room. 



Jesus said, 

‘I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also’ (John 14:3). 

In ancient Jewish marriage customs, the bride did not know the time of her groom’s coming 
thus at a time not known to the bride, the bridegroom would come and snatch her away 
wherever he could find her. 

Jesus comes at a time the bride does not expect. 

Mt 24:44: Therefore be you also ready: for in such an hour as you think not the Son of man 
comes. 

Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand 

According to ancient Jewish marriage customs, it is the groom’s father who knew the 
timings, not the groom. For this reason, Jesus does not know the time for Him to come fetch 
His bride but God, the father knows. 

Mt 24:36: But of that day and hour knows no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only. 

A ritual cleansing could be done to the bride before entering into the bridal chamber to 
consummate the marriage. We see the church changed within a twinkling of an eye (given 
heavily, transfigured, and perfected bodies/souls). 

1 Cor 15:52: In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

Then Jesus Christ (groom) will take the church (bride) to the room He has prepared in His 
father’s house to consummate the marriage in accordance with ancient Jewish marriage 
customs. 

There will be a ‘proof of virginity’. 



How do we pass the ‘proof of virginity’? 

Our proof of virginity is the blood of Jesus Christ. The virgin blood we lack is supplied by the 
blood of Christ. 

2 Cor 11:2: For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have betrothed you to one 
husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ . 

The bride must be blameless and without a spot. The powerful blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses all the blemishes, the spots, and sins of His bride (the church). 

1 John 1:7, 9: …the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Our righteousness is not of our works but of the finished work of the cross 
through the powerful blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Eph 5:25-27: Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

According to the ancient Jewish marriage ritual, inside the groom’s father’s 
house, in the room the groom has prepared for the bride, the groom and the 
bride remained in the closet for 7 days consummating the marriage. 

After consummating the marriage, Jesus Christ (the bridegroom) and the bride (the church) 
will come out, for the first time together, for the celebration. 

3. Celebration: – the Marriage supper of the Lamb  

Rev 19:7: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife has made herself ready. 



According to the ancient Jewish marriage ritual, the bride was dressed for the 
marriage feast. We see the church dressed for the Marriage feast of the Lamb. 

Rev 19:8: And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: 
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 

The marriage feast happened in the home of the groom or in the home of a family member 
of the groom. The Marriage supper of the Lamb will be in the Father’s home, heaven, and 
many are invited. (cf., “wedding garment” in Matthew 22) 

Rev 19:9: And he said unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. And he said unto me, these are the true sayings of God. 

After the Marriage feast of the Lamb, the groom (Jesus Christ) has His bride (the church) 
forever and wherever He is His bride is. 

I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also’ 
(John 14:3). 

And immediately after the Marriage supper of the Lamb, for the first time 
Jesus Christ will come out from heaven with His bride (the church) and the 
entire world will see them as they appear in the east. 

Mt 24:27: For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even unto the west; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be. 


